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RESOLUTION AGAIN ENCOURAGING THE ILLINOIS GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO CONVENE 

TO ADDRESS COVID-19 AND OPPOSING THE GOVERNOR’S MANDATES 

WHEREAS, in late 2019, an outbreak of novel coronavirus ("COVID-19") occurred in China and 

quickly spread across the globe; and 

 

WHEREAS, on March 9, 2020, the Governor of Illinois declared all counties in the State of Illinois as a 

disaster area pursuant to the Illinois Emergency Management Agency Act (20 ILCS 3305); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Governor has continued to declare all counties in the State of Illinois as disaster areas 

every thirty (30) days since March 9, 2020, up to and including July 23, 2021, such that the entire State 

has remained in a disaster footing for over seventeen (17) continuous months; and 

 

WHEREAS, on August 5, 2021, the Governor announced the issuance of Executive Order 2021-18, 

which re-imposes strict measures on Suburban Cook County, including a universal mask mandate for all 

public and private schools, day care centers, nursing homes and long term care facilities, regardless of 

vaccination status; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Orland Park cares deeply for the health and 

well-being of the residents of the Village and visitors to the Village; and 

 

WHEREAS, since the beginning of this pandemic, the Village of Orland Park has been proactive in 

providing assistance to its residents, businesses and visitors; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village of Orland Park recognizes that public health adjustments, such as social 

distancing, may need implementation in order to keep the residents of the Village safe and healthy during 

these unprecedented times; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village of Orland Park also recognizes that the public health response has 

fundamentally changed now that vaccines are widely available to those residents who desire to receive 

them; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village desires to act for the benefit of the health, safety and welfare of the residents of 

the Village by balancing the public health situation of the Village with the other needs of Village 

residents; and 

 

WHEREAS, the original goal of the Emergency Orders were to flatten the curve and ensure that our 

hospital systems were not overwhelmed; and 

 

WHEREAS, since these goals continue to be met, new and continuously unrealistic goals are being 

imposed  
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unilaterally without legislative approval; and 

 

WHEREAS, since the beginning of this pandemic, rather than being engaged in the decision making 

process, local officials have been informed of these decisions via press conferences; and 

 

WHEREAS, this lack of engagement and communication creates enormous challenges for local 

government bodies, and for this reason, it is critical that local officials, including members of the 

General Assembly, are involved in the pandemic response process; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Illinois General Assembly, a co-equal branch of government in Illinois, has remained in 

recess from the beginning of March 2020, until the end of May 2020, held a brief session at the end of 

May 2020, during which the COVID-19 pandemic was not addressed by any substantive measures, then 

remained in recess for the almost six (6) months since until reconvening for another brief session; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Illinois General Assembly convened for session in 2021, during which it demonstrated 

that it was generally content to defer to the Executive Branch to deal with the response to the COVID-19 

pandemic; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Illinois Emergency Management Agency Act (20 ILCS 3305/7) provides that the 

Governor may exercise emergency powers “for a period not to exceed 30 days;” and 

 

WHEREAS, the Illinois Emergency Management Agency Act also provides that the Act “shall not be 

construed to: (c) affect the jurisdiction or responsibilities of police forces, firefighting forces…” 20 ILCS 

3305 /3(c); and 

 

WHEREAS, the rights of Illinois residents under the First, Fifth, Ninth, and Fourteenth Amendments to 

the United States Constitution, as well as Sections Two, Four, Five, and Twenty-three of Article I of the 

Illinois Constitution are being significantly abridged by the requirements promulgated by Governor 

Pritzker in his Executive Orders; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Governor has exceeded his authority to Act in both time and scope by issuing Orders 

beyond the time period provided for in the Illinois Emergency Management Agency Act and by issuing 

Orders that abridge the constitutional rights of Illinois residents without having a rational relationship to 

the efficacy of protecting public health and without care taken to narrowly tailor the action to be the least 

restrictive measure that will accomplish the stated goal; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Illinois General Assembly, as a representative body, has the power and responsibility to 

take up these issues and legislate on behalf of the residents of Illinois in collaborative response to the  
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COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Village President and Board of Trustees of the Village 

of Orland Park, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois, as follows: 

 

SECTION I 

 

The above recitals are incorporated by reference into this Section I and made a part hereof as though 

fully set forth herein. 

 

SECTION 2 

 

The Village President and Board of Trustees of the Village hereby call for the Illinois General Assembly 

to end its abdication of responsibility and reconvene to address the health, safety and welfare of Illinois 

residents in light of COVID-19 by exercising its valid authority to legislate in those areas. 

 

SECTION 3 

 

The Village President and Board of Trustees of the Village call for the General Assembly to reexamine 

the Governor’s mandate to require universal masking regardless of vaccination status and allow parents 

with advice from their pediatricians to make masking and vaccination choices for their children. 

 

SECTION 4 

 

The Village President and Board of Trustees of the Village call for the General Assembly to reexamine 

the Governor's Executive Orders and provide for fact-based mitigation measures with reasonable 

guidelines designed to promote the health and welfare of Illinois residents, including the residents of the 

Village. 

 

SECTION 5 

 

The Village President and Board of Trustees of the Village call for the General Assembly to afford 

adequate due process for any municipal corporation or any individual resident of the State of Illinois or 

any business in the State of Illinois to appeal restrictions or orders based on their individual 

circumstances. 

 

SECTION 6 

 

The Village President and Board of Trustees of the Village call for the General Assembly to significantly 

enhance efforts to protect vulnerable populations in long-term care facilities, including State of Illinois  
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managed facilities such as the LaSalle Veterans’ Home.  Since the onset of this pandemic, long-term 

care facilities, which are regulated by the State of Illinois, have not received the necessary protection and 

support from the State of Illinois. Deaths as a result of the pandemic in long-term care facilities account 

for 41% of all pandemic related deaths. Additionally, last fall’s deadly coronavirus outbreak at the State 

of Illinois’ LaSalle Veterans’ Home claimed the lives of thirty-six (36) veterans.  The thousands of 

deaths among long-term care residents have ignited complaints about State of Illinois oversight of 

long-term care facilities.  

 

SECTION 7 

 

The Village President and Board of Trustees of the Village call for the General Assembly to require the 

Governor and Executive Branch to increase transparency by providing to the general public the data, 

models and assumptions used as part of its pandemic response decision making. 

 

SECTION 8 

 

The Village President and Board of Trustees of the Village re-state that it is the policy of the Village not 

to take enforcement action in furtherance of mitigations set forth in the Governor's Executive Orders, 

because the Illinois Emergency Management Agency Act provides for enforcement of Orders 

promulgated under that Act by Emergency Management and/or disaster agencies organized under that 

Act, and because the provisions of the Orders violate the rights of Village residents without being 

fact-based, necessary mitigations. 

 

SECTION 9 

 

The various provisions of this Resolution are to be considered as severable, and if any part or portion of 

this Resolution shall be held invalid by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not 

affect the validity of the remaining provisions of this Resolution. 

 

SECTION 10 

 

All ordinances, resolutions, motions or parts thereof in conflict with this Resolution shall be and the 

same are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

PASSED this 6th day of August, 2021 

Patrick R. O'Sullivan, Village Clerk 

/s/ Patrick R. O'Sullivan 
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Aye: 7 Trustee Healy, Trustee Nelson Katsenes, Trustee Milani, Trustee Kampas, Trustee Riordan, 

Trustee Radaszewski, and Village President Pekau 

Nay: 0 

DEPOSITED  in my office this 6th day of August, 2021 

Patrick R. O'Sullivan, Village Clerk 

/s/ Patrick R. O'Sullivan 

APPROVED  this 6th day of August, 2021 

/s/ Keith Pekau 

Keith Pekau, Village President 
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